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6 Our pleasure is that before you close up our banner again you
shall in any wise cause such dreadful execution to be done upon
a good number of the inhabitants of every town, village, and
hamlet that have offended in this rebellion, as well by the
hanging of them up in trees as by the quartering of them, and
the setting of their heads and quarters in every town, great and
small, and all such other places, as they may be a fearful spec-
tacle . . . which we require you to do without pity or respect
. . . cause all the monks and canons that be in any way faulty to
be tied up, without further delay or ceremony, to the terrible
example of others. Wherein we think you shall do unto us
high service.'

The Pilgrimage of Grace had been a prolonged, honourable,
and widespread rebellion, lasting for three years, and the king
had won his victory not by force but by treachery. But in
the south there was no rebellion. The very wealthy monasteries
in the south were not popular. The much greater number
of smaller monasteries were in the north and east, and provided
all that there was, at that distance from the capital, of social
services and poor relief. The scenes accompanying the
liquidation, after the Pilgrimage of Grace, of the remaining
monasteries continued to shock the northern and eastern
counties for a long period. The transfer of capital wealth and
annual revenue from these districts to absentee landlords was on
a vast scale, and the discontent and disorder aroused ruthless
measures and provoked the inevitable reaction. Thomas
Cromwell was executed in 1540, and a return to more orthodox
dogma became the order of the day. But the degree of 'ortho-
doxy' must not be exaggerated. A determined minority of the
bishops was by now in favour of reforms which would be far-
reaching. In 1542 Cranmer forced convocation to amend the
service books and thus the first Church of England rites came
into existence. This, the original liturgical book of the Anglican
rite, was a breviary in Latin. All that was new was the
deletion of any reference to the pope. Nevertheless, a book
which could be altered a little could be altered a lot. The
reformers had their chance with the accession of Edward VI.
As for the monasteries, the effects of their destruction remained
and were wholly bad. This is not to say that the monasteries